THE SENATE
STATE OF NEW YORK

PATRICK M. GALLIVAN

February 21, 2025

Honorable Andrea Stewart-Cousins
Temporary President and Majority Leader
New York State Senate

State Capitol — Room 330

Albany, New York 12247

Honorable Gustavo Rivera
Chairperson — Health Committee
New York State Senate

502 Capitol Building

Albany, New York 12247

Honorable Robert Ortt
Republican Conference Leader
New York State Senate

909 Legislative Office Building
Albany, New York 12247

Dear Legislative Leaders and Chairperson:

[ respectfully request that you include within the FY 2026 enacted State budget a retroactive 5 percent
rate increase as well as an additional 5 percent rate increase for the Early Intervention (EI) Program, as

well as a 50 percent increase in the rate of

reimbursement for core evaluations, to make it more consistent

with the rates in other states with similar service delivery models.

El Program treatment providers, such as occupational therapists and occupational therapist assistants,
have been steadily decreasing their participation over the past several years due to decades of stagnant
payment rates, coupled with a payment system that has not provided increased compensation for added
costs such as transportation and travel time, negatively impacting children in need of such services.

Thank you for your consideration of the abovementioned requests and please do not hesitate to contact
my office if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

ffltt——

Patrick M. Gallivan
Senator, 60™ District



